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After the Deceaſe of the 
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In the Ser Sw B Vear of his Age. 


By SAMUEL  MATHER, M. A. 
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2 cor. xII. 6. I WILL ſay the Truth. 


Hic Pelagi tot Tempeſtatibus actus, 
HeuGenitorem mnisCuræCaſiiſq; Levamen 
Amitt o Anchiſen. Hic me Pater optimefeſſum 
Deſeris, heu tantis nequicquam erepte Periclis. Ml 

Vixgu ZA#neid. J. 3. | 
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And be ſaw him ng more: and be ook bold 
M bis. 0wn ens Gans rent hes, Ah a0 
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HE Dany of your dear * 
my Fasber, of glorious Memory, has 
led my Tho'ts to ING Text, I have 
no read Anka. 'y - 
By this fad and af neck "Inllance of, More 
tality, we ſee that it is not the Character of the 
great, the wiſe, the geod that will reſcye.guy 
Lives. from Deſftruttion ; No! Our Fathers muſt 
45 and our Propbets muſt not Jive forever. 
For, beſides the Corryptibility of Badies which 
is the natural and phyſical Cauſe of Death, and 
alſo Sin which 18 che moral; there is Is an Order 
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2 FEttjan's Departure and Character 


But altho' Death b the Confitation of Hea- 


ven be the Fate of al o' a 0 


1 and . = —_ 


and. were two Servants of GOD, w o lived 


The ff ors el OO RL WU able 


pea a+ 4 [get before the Law ; of 
Which "Word: do not indeed 1 ENoch's 


OD. 4% c Orr Was mot, 5 8888575 22 
8 80 chat o 


the New Tf awent, in pier it is clearly and 
to Satisfaction revealed“. 

The other Servant bf. GOD, who, to uſe the 
Expreſſion of an ingeniousWriterf,/eap*arheDitch 
Shore all the reſt of Mantkind:fell, and who is tobe 
the Subje&' of dur preſent Meditations, lived 
ander the Law and i che Reign of An AB. His 
Name was Eran” which> carries ſomething 
divine in it; it being compounded of Eli, Fab 
and Hu which are hre o the Names of GOD. 
The I Former Hale undoubtedly 10 3 

is the Ja 55 our CMATxxbs aug ce Fepiſh 
Capi Foy right 07 27 of! I "417 


When this venerable and divine Perſcalllas 
about to leave this World; he would, if poſſible, 


Babe flats away 3 and- therefore we. lind in my 


Content he would 1.4 byice have halten aff the 
Foung Gentleman that was with him: But BIIsHA, 
( for that was his Name)) knowing that he was 
hour to depart and nne, (100 he ſold £9. 
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away 
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| EI ISR A to be ſure upon ſome more 


«2. Genfdoredandelmpr oed. 1 4 


yay» without, Obſer yation, followed him over 
orden,s Or helexgected, perhaps, a8, to be a 
Het ator off his Hepafturt ſo to receive his Melota t 
which we render his Mantle, & a Blefſing mh i 


(ith it. 
„Fiat having the. Manzer wherein he ſhould 


| leay> this; World predicted unco him, doubtleſs 


he joyfully, but almaſt with the Impatience. of 
Si{era;'s, Mother, looked for ir. 
When mew, While he was — with 
Mor- 

tal Theme ; there was; a Chariot, harnaſſed 
with Horſes, refulgent, luminous, admirable, 
appear d and came, probably on dhe Ground, 
driving Ares them ; it parted them, as the 
areſt Friends muſt be; ExiJan leap'd into it, 
and with a Tempeſt of Mind as of Deſire he 
was conveyed to ſome Receptacle of Happineſs 
above ; but. where. it is needleſs to-, enquire, 
fince the Word of GOD has leſt it a Secret. 
There are; various Opinions of learned Men 
concerning the fiery Chariot and Harſes before 
us. Some ſuppoſe it, as Caqx ra and Avian» 
8185 col bea ſplendid: God, that appeap d with 
ſuch a; Lileneſs and embraced the Prophet in it: 
And Saxcrtivs approves their Opinion; for, 
fays he, as the Manner ſeems eaſy ; /o it avoids 
another Miracle, e wit, the Preſervation of 


* 
* « 


E11jAn i# a paſſible Body in the midft of the 


- 
1 pH 
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"+ Clemens Alenand. l. age. 10. calls ĩt a Sheeps-ſkin.e Elijah, 

{a1 he, cams in a Sheepskin. . _ Chryſoftom in AQ; 2. 
om. 4. ſays EliÞ4 received Grace iy a Sheepskiff. .\ And 

Ferom ' Epiſt. 28. of 'Elijah, 'Meloten'reliquis in Terris ; and 


pads b. to the fame Purpoſe. The Greek Word Melorer 


Tipnifies Sheeps-ſkin ; bur the Hebregu Adaretreth a Royal Robe, 
as well 2s Propbetical. Sancti comment in Tc. 
aT H eee ee 


* 


the Bhe ſed, where, they [aid, 


Ein- Dvpartiive and Chupacter 


But that Opinion Which before any other, 
fem ct, to, is this, That, whereas in 


1 


ie 55 iehth Pfulm we are aſſured The Cha- 


OD ate Many "Thouſands of Angels 
the Þy 894 5% 5. gels in the Form of ſuch e 
ande Wehe Tran s-of the Mari of GOD 
to tht Gries of d Paridifſe. 

There are two Fathers, viz. CHT and 
venerable” Bzvz; who dave intimated ' unto us 
Hat, from the Miſtakt of HELIOU or HELIA 
'HBE1OS the Sun, it is likely the reel aſcris . 


bed artet and fiery Horſes to the Sun . 


Whether they borrowed: the Fiction or fo 
from This N54 prep 1 ſhall not determine: But 
thete are in Pagan Writings, Accounts of ſome 


that have bin tranſlated; which | Atrounts are 
without Scruple berrow'd from the Jared Re- 
cor f ſich as have bin tranſlated t. as many 
other TEES their Relations are. 


* ut 


fter this Introduction, it is now Time 
2 my Text ; in which b 
the Prophet aſcend, 
Rae his We es arid diſcovered che Tokens 
of His Grief and Concern for ik. l 


rote 01155 


. NUN vt a 181 


WP. ieaking to the Warts, I Nabe, 


ol "Avi treat of the Character of ELIAS in my 
dare, e eee * — — 


2 Saks om my Text on the like, ca 
4 immortalized by Ju 
925 2 7 1 90 2 an ney fo FEE we wv] 5 


is, e bould e oF gh 


* Su, 


44 ©. 
o 


U. To 


me. 


n dine 


cee and Inf“ J 
an ni [3.31 hae 2d Ir HA Mi I 
i FL "To ſpeak of the Sorrow —— on the: 
no Occaſioit of his Withdraw; by ET IHK 
av hat '” ſhowing ar the ſame / Time, that ſuch 


: Sorrow is but 1 on Jus an 
971, Gera!!! a4 


J. The Character of - E14 in my Text is to 
be conſidered: It is in theſe Words, My Fit her, 
my Futber, the Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſemen. 
Sbere bfi. In which you may obſerve his Chas 
racter, firſt, with Relation % bim/alf, h.e man 
and then with Relation to Hracl. 

Fit; Let us obſerve and conſider bim ue 
Regard to Ex isn; who calls him my Father; 
And here I may take Notice, that there are 
ſeveral Reſpects, in which the Denomination 
and Character of Father may be given to 
Perſons. 

The Title is uſed in a natural Senſe, for has 
who are the Fathers of gur Bodies, and are the 
Inſtruments and Authors, aer GOD, of our 
Being and Life. | | 

It is uſed alſo with Regard to Age and e 
ority, and thoſe Attainments and Experiences, 
which thoſe who live long and Induffriouſy u re- 
ceive and enjoy. 

Ix is moreover uſed for i Rake, who are 
the Fathers of their Country, if Friends to it ; 
and who treat their Subject Vaſſals with my 
and Goodneſs 1 as Children, and not as Save 

And yet further, It is uſed for thoſe obs are 
Miniſters of the Goſpel : For they direct and 
warn their Peaple as Children, and, to expreſs 
my ſelf in the Language of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
IV. 15. They beget them thro” the Gyfpel. | 

220 B How 


„%  Errjan's Departure and Chanactor 


How far EIn might be conſidered in one 
and another of» theſe Refpers-145. 4 Father I 
ſhall. not fay ; But one Account there is, on 
which E15ha had, his Thb ts, When he cryed 
aut, My FAI HER: ; certainly his Tho'ts might 
be employ'd upon EriJan's Relation to the 
Scboot of the PROPHETS. 

In many Cities of{/rael, you know, there were 
founded ſeveral hol fur Prophets, in which 
the Sons of the: Prophets, that is, the Scholars 
which the Prophets had, were cdacated in Piety 
and Virtus 3 on ſome of whom .GQD, by De- 
grees, beſtowed ide Spirit af Prophecy. And. 
what a wondrous Teſtimony was it of the Di- 
vine Campaſſion to an Apoſtate, People, that in 
BETHEL the chief Place of Idolatry there Was 
a dcbaol for Rrophets, Prophets f GOD, in it, 
and even thaſe of great Note and Excellency ; 
particularly an Exijau, who, as Abarbanel ſays; 
was the Prince f Prophets nęxt unto Mosks. 

Doctor PArsicx's Notion concerning the 
$ors of the Pruphet d: is this; Tliat they were to 
the Prophets, as the Evangeliſts were to the 

Apoſtles © Thie Prophets employing theſe to pub- 
liſn their Prophecies and Inſtructions to the 
People, when they could not go themſelves, 
and perhaps explaining the Law to them. 

Now ETisha, being one of. the Schnol over 
which Eran preſided, might therefore well 
call him, Father, and his Father. 18 

And here I was going toTonclude this Head; 
but an altogether new Reaſvn, for EIIsha's cal- 
ling the departing Prophet Father, and for his 
Repetition of the Name, ſtarts into my Mind. 
is this: EIIiskA had juſt before bin asking for 
a double Portion of the Spirit in Elijan ; Which 

Mot $1 i does 


* 


red and Inprob 


Ades not mean as much again of the Spirit as 
EI fan had; for to deſire that had bin impro- 
png not to ſay ent; but by this Era 
meatit, that he would have himſelf conſidered 
arid” acknowledged by Exifan as an eldeſt Son, 
among his Diſciples, to whom a double Portion 
was devoted: And to confirm this I find, that 
the very ſame Word uſed for a Portion occurs 
in Deut. XXI. 1). Where the Right of primo» 
geniturt 3 is determined. 

So that when this elder Son Brems calls My 
Father, my Father, the Repetition feerns as if it 
was made to put Elif an in mind of the double 
Portion that he had bin deſiring of him. But 
1 r this only as my own Crank, 

5 1 now 


I Secöndly; Fo conſider the Character of the 
ſoaring Prophet, as he is related unto Iſrael. 
The young Prophet, upon being left as a Fa- 
tberleſ Child, began to cry out off his own Los, 
My Father, my Father; but ſeiz d by a Divine 
Enthufiaſm he ſays no more of what was 
ſnatch'd from him, but burſts forth into a La- 
mentation for the public Loſs by his leaving 
_ fy The Chariot of Hrael and the Horſemen 
therep as 

It is very Nkely that the Sight of the fiery. 
, Chariot cauſed this pathetic Exclamation ; o 
elſe he might utter this, refle&ing upon t Ne- 
cefſities of Hrael, who (tho? they were not al- 
low*d Charipts of Tron, ſuch as the ſurrounding 
Nations valu'd' themſelves upon, which were 
beſet round with Scyzbs to mow down the Peo- 
ple in Battle; yet) were ſecure while ET IAU 
was alive; But he being gone, they have ne 
91 B 2 more 
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8 " Exiyhuts: Departure and Charatfer  _ 
more -Cach!: Chariats and Horſemen leſt; and 


therefore cannot expect Deliverance, and Kar 


_ their neighbouring. Enemies. 
Now EitjJan Was of as. much Service to them, 


20 Chariots and Horſemen, by: his Rears, his In- 
n ons and his Example. 


1. By his Prayers, he was as the Charip t af 


Ifrael and the Horſemen thereof: For Iſrael might 

expect Defence and Safety from them. 
We are aſſured in Pal. XXXIV. 15. Le 

Ears of the LORD are open to the Cry of the 


Righteous z and concerning the effettual ervent 


Prayer, or as it is in the Original, the Energu- 
anenic Prayer of the Rigbtegus, we are told in 
Jam. V. 16. It,avayleth, much. And indeed it 
is almoſt incredible what great Bleſſings may 
deſcend on the Families, Towns. and Countries, 
for which ſuch Servants of GOD. are pv 
ing their Intereft in Heaven... 

Certainſy then J/-qe muſt be very happy i in 


* RightegusExxyan ; for of him we read. in 


Jam. V. 17. He prayed. earneſtly.; and truly to 
good Purpoſe; for we find his earneft Prayers 
were anſwered and returned not empty. 

Behold him beſeeching Rain from Heaven, 
— Fire from above, and entreating 


the Deſcent of thoſe Chariots of GOD and of 


Iſrael, the gad Angels, for the People underchis 


Care Tis done! his Petitions are heard, and 


in an Inſtant anſered; and from this prevails 
ing Force of his Prayers it is, that he. js. called 


| by. ſome Frænum Gli, as if Heaven were 1 abs 


— a his Cabs and obedient: unt his, Deſires. 


Ie is 


2. He WAS: the Chariat of Iſrael. «gd the Hor 
ren 1 by his e * 2 


S993 ne 


e "Confidered aud Improves. 1 o9 


Some of the cus had! a Fancy, that berauſe 
the Original of ExIijan is not known, and there 
is no Mention of his Faber or Mother, therefore 
he muſt be one of the celeſtial Chariots, an An- 
gel ſent to reduce them to Religion: Andi in- 
deed it is poſſible any Angel might very well 
like to be ſent of ſuch an Errand, altho' perhaps 
he would not ſucceed ſo well as an ExIjAH cut 

be like Paſſiaus as themſelves; 5 for the Terror 
from an Angelic Appearance would ſo, diſc am- 
poſe their Minds as to reader all his Inſtructions 
vain and fruitleſs. 

But altho' EIIIan was not an Angel accord 
ing to their Notion, yet he was a very eminent 
Angel or Meſſenger of GOD, ſent by HIM 0 
call the J/rze/ites to Repentancde. 

Our Dr. Lionrroor thinks, that from eld 
he had the Name 7 hisbites, the Tiſhbite, ( = 
Hebrew Word Shub fignifying to return) becauſe 
| * was to be the Converter of the Nation. 

And what a great deal of Pains did he take 
in his private, Admonitions, and in his 7 
Diſcourſes to bring them into the Faith of the 
1 about the Nleſſah; and with what Zea! 

ung Earneftneſs did he propoſe. Methods, far 

Prevention of Sin, the diſcountenancing of 
Vice, the Suppreſſion of all Irregularities, and 
the promoting of God/ineſs and Honeſty 5 and 
— did he beak for GOD *, bear Teſtimony 
to His Hays, reveal the Divine Will to the Peor 
ple, and exhort them to comply with it? This 
is What ETIjan did, and what is called in the 
New T. amen, the Spirit * ELIASH. --- + Nox 
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* 1 Kings XIX. 10 {Lake L 17, | 
OY -=— 


unte chem. | 10 141 


to un Spe 


theſe Iuſtruckions he was as ſerviceable to 
— ul, as Chariors 3 ene * on 
pil to omnes Ou 21 
Rer., _—_ us 119190 241 140 20 90 rr 
niche i bis Humple. Of What us 
Service; with the Divine Bleſſing, would Chari- 
van Horſomon be toi Iſracl & No doubt! they 
— 22 a conſiderable Help and a ſtrong 

m them But What need of :bem is 


Serurity 
there, when in n Man, the Example of one 
Mun [i turrying with them; their "Happineſs is 
continued and 3 1 ſay by the r 


— ge 1. TE IAH Oils 

I might here lar yd l. ſhall not; infift 
upon his Faith in GOD, and His "CHRIST, his 
Readineſs to follow the Orders f Heuven and 
his Zeaſous Attempts to dp gbd; his great Pa- 
tienoe; \Self-denial and Mortification 3 and, in a 
Word, his extraordinary Devotions: towards 
GOD" and his uncommon Benig nities towards 


Men; which rendred him a Favourite of Hen. 


ven, a Friend to the good Angels and an Exams 

Fd to thoſe he leſt behind him 
Aſſuredly then the Departure of ſuch an and 

Cor hall Tay ſueh an Anny; for in him and 


| with him, habe d Typop"s of Grace and Gobd- 


riefs goeth!) muſt be very grievous, afflictive 
to all good Men, and more elpecially to thoſe 


| early concerned in him: For in the withdraw 


of ſuch an one, they behold the Defence, the 
Beauty and Safety of 172+} taken ay ſo that 


now T/rae has none but G0 for its dernier 


ꝶ6•—»»„: —᷑4⸗ 


Reſort z and —_—_ nn HIM _ are in 


3 ” i 4. * 


— a. : 


1 1 DU; ns bad 2 cunctando iti rein. 
vd , Eunius in Ciceron. 


Im» 


Cafe derod aud Jmproved. 'r 


imminent; Danger of Na Dera 
thus I have given a. Guches upon, the 
prog of, ELIAS. * ** OG 0 01 


1% IIA 
1 am — ob Gaben 5 8 Sorrow if Eveias, 
and co bow chat it was reaſonable. | His Grief: 
is expreſſed ox ſignified in thoſe Words, .be tak 
beld. ofi his! Gatbes e Ae in 1a Pieces, 
9) 1 f "ag I Nn Gur 1 0 dN 7000 
he.rending of 15 be Garments was an anciem 
Fine vox by which: extreme: Anguiſu of Ming, 
was denoted. ;, We find. it ft mentioned in the 
Family ,of Jaco on ſome \/24 Occaſions, from 
whence we find it continued among his Poſteri- 
ty: and as often repeated on ue Occaſions: 
But in proceſs of Time it was uſed among. 
2 Nase. beſides the Hatlites In the Book 
of Jos,; e meet with it as a Cuſtom of the A. 
ralians: Hmoporus mentions it among the 
Greeks 3, LIV and VII IL among the Romans. 
- This Practice was uſed by the Fews ſome- 
times to expreſs their . at any Thing 
very bad; * for · Inſtance at Bla/phemies. 
You read of Hz EEKIAM rending his Garments at 
the Outrages of RARSHAKENH ; and, when the. 
Lyſtrians would have worſhip'd PauL and Ban- 
NABAS as GODS, you know they rent their Gar- 
ments and ran among the People. | 
But, among the 7ews: as well as other Nati- 
ONS, this Uſage was alſo in Token of Grief and 
Lamentatian: Thus Jacos at the Death of 
Joskyn, thus Jos at his Childrens Death, and 
thus Davip at Avxzx's declared their Sorrow « 
and it cannot be on any other Account that 
EL1sna rent bis Clothes in my Text. 


12 
1. And 


My 


— . — —— 
a — — 
—— 


SY Fink Dihanire un Oltratter 


—_— ſays; Le bes Clothes !\ But What 
wert, we read nor ; althe* I may "obſerve 
8 you, — the Simplicity, Frugality and Har- 


420 ew hf early A -Þ Jas content moſtly with 


we and 4 AF 
wes he rer both” 


Carmen 
ne Had the ng 


WMonents; if not. the former alone: But it 


is fit of very much Lin portance whether he rent 
but ne or both. It is eno* for my Purpoſe 
if he vent bis other, and if he rent ibem for 
Gris Laß he uhqueſtionably did. 
gd indeed hig Gif was juſt and teaſbnable- 
mp! not to mention Lan which Was = 
great, being deprived öf his Faber and the 
— his Youth; he was afraid — —_ 
bis Withdraw, f. ng the Sins e People 
e by not valuing him 
rcting to his high Merits, fo prövoRed GOD 
48.0 bereave them ; that by the Want of bum 8 
might know Bie incomparable Worth. + ' 
"And as he was grieved for the Catit ;, fo * 
mourned for the fad Proſpect of the (diſmat” 
Conſetence of his Departure; looking upon his” 
leavin Wem as an Antecedaneum and Prognoſ- 
tic of approaching Buils; and” fearing left,” 
when Eran enters into his Chambers, the In- 
dignation of the LORD: deſcend upon a rebelli- 
ous People. | 
And beſides, [Ys nde mourn, eondeving 
the great Want of ſuch Servants of GOD, as he, 
to help and fave I/rae}. There was none could, 
as he, preſerve Hrael in imminent Danger, by his 
Prayers and Watchfulne/s, his Advice and Exam 
ple; and therefore for him to leave them was a 
Leſſon of Lamentation and Mourning. - . 


or Now 


+... Chnfidered and Iunbruvedl. ty 


Now from theſe Heads /zparately conſidered, 
and much more exleftjvely, the Sorrow of ELI“ 
au appears very reaſonable; and worthy of 
Imitation, when ſuch an Occaſion calls for it. 
And thus I have finiſned the Heads I propo- 
ſed to explain and illuſt ratte. 


What now remains but the Repetition and 
Improvement of my Text upon the awful and 
folemn Occaſion of the Departure of our Ame 
R 
And as before, it will be neceſſary bere firſt, 
to give ſome Account f bis Departure ; then 
to fay ſomething as to his Character; and laſt- 
ty, to repreſent ur Duty upon the Withdraw 
of this Servant of GOD. 


 Firft 3 1 ſhall give ſome Account of. bis De- 
parture, Indeed it was not as. Etijan's, who, 
inſtead of a cold Sweat, was fill'd with inc: - 
preſſible Warmth and immortal Vigour ; inſtead 
of a Ratling in the Throat was ſinging with 
Tranſport ; and inftead of the pale Image of 
Death had a never-fading Bloom on his Coun- 
tenance. , 50 a | 
But, altho' his Body did not depart as ExI- 
Jan's, his Sou} did, being animated with a Di- 
vine Life, being irradiated with celeſtial Illap- 
ſes, and, as it were, taten up on the ſtrong Pi- 
nions of an Eagle. k 4 45] 
At the Beginning and in the Courſe of his II- 
neſs, which laſted for five Mees, he told thoſe 
about him, as Ex ia, that the Time of his 
Departure was at hand; and in a Letter to ene 
of his learned Phyſicians, which he wrote with 
bis fick Hand, he gave him ro underſtand, » 
. C - | ule 
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vue hö ow Words, that em. la Euem is 


6; come z:1-would ſay my bat HFrien ad 
And altho' the was: willing all along te dy; 
yet he ſetm d ſometimes defaraus tolive to finiſh 
a fem Things he had in hand. He had often 


that Expreſſion in his Motith, in PſalmLXXIL. 


20, 21. Thou that haſt ſhewed me great and ſore 
Troubles Malt huicten me again, and ſbalt hring 
ine up again from the depihs of the; Earth v and 
but comfort me on every id. Which Words 
he ometimes apply'd to his Resa vering Strength 


again in this World 3 hut ht ever declared how - 


well content and ſatisfied hecthovldrbe. e 
them fulfill'd at the Reſarrefiign; sn. 
The Saturday before his Death 4 his 
Condition and ſeeing the Pyr s — Death 
upon him, he ſaid, 1s this to dy? Is it nothing 
tat this. 7 Vibe would be afredg, r is lier 
tu go to U ?? 1999 

On the Sabbath, after Ble ag his Son 9 
praying with him, he aflured him, that. he. could 
not entertain the /eaſt Suſpicion of his being re- 
jected f GOD : And when" his Son asked him, 
if he had a poſitive comfottable Aſſurance of etet- 
nal Glory, he ſaid, he could not Aiſbangur bis 
great SAVIOUR 2 much as te doubt of it, and 
that he 'hadia-ſtrong Conſalation; and juſt bee 
fore upon one of his agreeable Friend's asking 
Him, chat Views he had af the inviſible nn 7 
He reply d, All glorious. 

The ſame Day when his — * 
was about to give him ſome Panada, he ſaid, 
1 have no need af that; for I am going to eu 


the Bread of Life, and to drint the Waters of 


Life: And when the; would have wiped his 
3 Eye, he mw_ Jam gbing where all 
„Tears 


1, Copftdered and Imprhvod. Is 


Taars ſpall -borwiped from my Hyes: Which 
Sentences, tho the Circumſtances producing them 
be 775 are erben. Prong: PEI of a 
Hope. 1 

On that Day: likewiſe, unto. d of his — 
nourable Friends he gave fully to underſtand 
his great, Fxpsctations, his good Hope thro” Graces 
to one of them, One that has bin bought 
with. Price, that has n 4 emple ef the HOLY 
SPIRIT, and tbat has employd all his Talents 
for the: rules of CHRIST bo * 4 4 is impolite 
ble! Tt cannot lee. 

On the Day following, Ade S in che. 
Morning he prayed with his Family after his. 
uſual Method; and afterwards he told us he 
had expected to leave us the Day before, but 
that he muſt cut his appointed Time with Pay: 
tience and Humility, deſiring that the Mill of 
GOD might be his, that his might be ſwallows! 


ed up in that ; this | one T. hing die deſired and this 


he ſought after And, O — GOD, how was: 
his Deſire anſwered ? How great was his Pa- 
tients under the Hand of GO, how did he- 
annihilate himſelf in the Preſence of his LORD, 
and how, like his CHRIST 55 Was his Ref; ua. 
tion to the Mil of the Fatber?ꝰ [ 
On this Day alſo, helped from Heaven with 


extraordinary Affiſtance, What Bleſings did he 


pronounce on his Family, on ſeveral People f 
Faſhion and on ethers ; and What Admonitians 
diſtil'd from his Lips; how juſt, how proper 
and how ſuited unto the Characters and Circus, 
ſtances of the Perſons he addreſſed. [Doubt 


leſs juſt ſuch as iſſued from the Mouth of an 


ExIjan. J. "Ahd at the ſame time, in many” 


lade he proved. that his. Aſemory was not 
C 2 abated, 


— 


— — — 


4 — * — _ 

— 

- — . ewe . 
- 


abated, nor his it blunted; nor any of his 


this very Day, when to our Apprehenſions he 


x76 — Eryan's Departure and Obaracter l 


rational Facu ties d ed. IN 6 4 Wade vA 
And here let me 'oBferve to you, that, on 


was dying; he ordered that His Reſtitutus (a 
Book he publiſh'd after his laſt Illneſs) ſhould: 
be bro't him; when it was  bro't, he fat 
up and put on his Glaſſes to look for ſome 
Paſſages in it, which he would have read 
unto him: Jjuſt then came in his excel- 


lent Brother WAI TER, and, with Surprize 


to ſee him thus engag'd ask'd. him, Sir, A bat 
are yau reading your Name written in the Lambs 
Book of Life? He reply'd, Tes 1 have found it, 
and turn'd down: the Leaf: And when with 
much Affection the two Brothers had recom- 
mended each other to their glorious REDEEM- 


ER, Mr. Warrurx went away: And then he 


had the Paſſages he propoſed read unto him, 
which, he ſaid; b# felt; and if he had Strength. 
te ſpeak, thoſe are the the Words he would utter. 
The Paſlages are a Deſcription of the Comfort, 
which Believers have even in Death, if they 
have à glorious CHRIST with tbem f. " 

In the Evening, after his good Friend Mr. | 
Pzixcet had pray*d, he diſcover'd his Acquain- | 
tance with the Prayer by ſaying AMEN to it, 
and with the Perſyun that had pray'd by eſſay- 
ing to ſpeak ſome Things to bim; and, in the 


tt A. AM hoo > 


6 — —  ..— — — I GM Ah. 


#4 0 | : 4 4 6 y 1 £ | R | . p 

* "The Paſſages may be ſeen at and from p. 41. to p. 52. 
The . his dying Speech, dl hoe, . 
Paſſages that have bin mentioned, or that might otherwiſe bave 
bin written : Whoever has a mind to ſee thoſe Pages may meet 
awith the Book in ohich they are at Mr, GERRSn's. 

7 Monumenta ſepulchralia Juſti non ſaciurt , nam difta co- 
rum ſunt Ae moriæ corn. © Vicringa Obſery, ſacr. e. 5. p. 280. 


hr, 


Night, unto; his honour'd Sox and BROTHER 
Mr. Gzz he ſhow'd that he was very ſenſible; 
by expreſſing his Concern for bis dear Church. 
The Day following, on Tueſday, between 
eight and nine o Clock, compoſed, ſerene and 
_eaſy, he gave up the Ghoſt : And altho' he was, 
I think, from Thur/day to that Time grappling 
with Death, yet he was not ſenſible of any 
great Pain, as he often, upon Eriquiry, told 
us: And herein GOD Almighty was pleaſed 
to hear his Prayers, which were very frequent 
on this Account, and which, the laſt Time that 
he pray'd here, had his fervent Deſires of this 
Favour repeted in them. N 
- Thus died this great and good Man the Day 
after his Birth Day, but a better Day * than that 
unto him, in which his Sixty fifth Tear was con- 
ſummated: And thus you have heard of his 
Exodus or Departure. I | 
We need not look any further after him; 

for why ſhould we bring that Cenſure upon 
our ſelves, which the two Men in white Apparel, 
of which perhaps ELias was one, gave to thoſe. 
who beheld our SAVIOUR aſcending and /99k- 
ing ſtedfaſtly towards Heaven after him, Acts I. 
11. Why ftand ye gazing up into Heaven & ' 


But however, Secondly, We may look be- 
low, and ſee what a Character he has left be- 
him: And you will allow me, encouraged by 
the Example in my Text, as well as by many 


th 
— 


* The Primitive Chriſtians kept the Birth-Days of Mar- 
yrs ; which does not mean their Birth-Days, as the Word is 
commonly uſed ; for they were againſt that, as we ſee in Fe- 
rom and Origen ; but it means the Days of thejr Death, which 
they called their Genethlia. Sagittarius de Natalitiis Martyr. 


ether 
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other Inſtances of the like Picry(! to ſay ſome⸗ 
thing of the god Name, Which he has left bes 
hind him as a preciuus "Ointment ſweet and fra- 
| unto all that knew him. And, as 
Exrj n, I ſhall conſider him both as 4 Father, 
and as he Chariat and Horſemen gf out Ifrael. 3 
2Finftyy He was 4 \Fither, '--— He was a Fa- 
ther. to) bis Family, how kind, how — 
how ul: We went into his P with 
and never left it without'Regrer : His 
Company was ſo entertaimy pleaſanr- and pros 
table g his Temper, o free and pen and his 
Concern for us, for our eren n, bee much 
more for our interior Welfare, o very g rear 5 
an , in a Word, Bir Carriage" ohne” us ſo 
aua Chriſtian, and all-Gentlemahly, that in our 
——_— it tender d him The Delor of HW 
| 0 D150 34 gel Us | A DIIIET 
And as he was a A. Furbet to His Fami 
ly; ſo he was to bis Church, His other Family: 
He loved you as the Apple 9 F bis Bye, and, as 
4 Father pities his Ohildren, e piffen you: he 
pray d hard for you, and ak delight in ſpthks 
ing well of you; as Parents” a6 by their Children”! 
Andꝭ may it not be ſaict that a great many of 
you, ys by him; the Iniſtrument, bin regene- 
rated © But, to deſcribe his ade Rionate and 
paternal Regards to. you in one Woörd, he was 
4 Narher unto you"and unto your” Children And 
| 1 muy add, that he was 4 Father 79 all "the 
Cbunc hes in this Land; eakiig for them, crit" | 
ing for them, and not e his Life dear if 
he might, but ſerye them. f 110 
And. not only. to the Chunehan, "has a aha | 
dobale. Country, was he not 4 Ferber g When 
he fa if act wich Privdence, how LE it 7% 18 
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- bis Herrt; and how grieued was he:\whenche 
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ſaw it in any Danger of being wounded 2: When: 
werhave at any time rendred our ſelves 4. 
aj r Howe, or at leaſt, when at Howe it 
was tho't ue had, witll what Zeal and Earneſt- 
neſs did he write to Perſons of Quality, and 
unto Mini ſtors to interne on our Behalf, to 
interctid for us, and to waft away the Mi- 
chiefs; that hover d over m Theſe Things, 
with ſome other, beſpeak him Pater Raman 
Father of his Country? x- 

Further, Was he not Haber to Us all wth: 


Regard to his Age, Learning and Experience ? 


Was de nob from his firſt Years very: ftudinus 
and ver * Hilgent 9 What a Store of Learning 
did: hears in betimes, and what rich Additions 
to it, and Improvements of it? Where are any 
to be found more quick in Reading, more eaſily 
digeſting what is read, and more expert on all 
Occaflons at producing it? Were not his Rea- 
ſan aud Aſemory ſtrong and lively to the laſt, 
and were not his Induſygy and Diſpatch vigorous 
at the Concluſion as thro? the Courſe of his Life? 
He muſt needs then be experienced}. im all that 
M iſdom Which is with the. Ancient, and that 
Underſtanding which is gvith length of Days; and 
cherefore may be ſtyled a Father unto us. | 
Once more; Shall I now go on and fay ? --- 
He was 4 Father: to the Sons of the\ Prophets: 
Indeed he was not in the ume ſtrict Senſe: a 
Father to them as EL ijan was: If he had been 
fixed in that Station, as he was in 1103 na- 
nimouſiy voted into it by the Houſe of Repre- 


fentatives ; 1 ſay, if he had bin fixed in it, per- 


haps he would have henoured it and done 4s 
much Service in it as moſt Mich in the: Country, 
But 


1 Era Dipartare and Mar acer 


But altho' he was kept from what the Coun- 
try acknowledged his Right alone; he was 
however all along beheld as a Farber by many 

of the &Þolars ; as ſuch” they repaired to bun, 
and as Nach he err _ them. LE 


53 \t9 

And to teſtify his a, Deſires for them, 

he publiſhed his Directions for the Candidates 

of the” Miniſtry, which, as a great Perſonage at 

Home expreſſes it unto him, are full f Learn 

ing, and are a plain Demonſtration 11 his Fitneſs to 

tute Care \ of ſuch a Society. 

© And not only that Compoſure, bee many - a 
thers demonſtrate the fame ; many, that ate full 

of Erudition and Piety, which have ſpread a- 

broad his Fame very wide, and procured him | 
Letters and Compliments -- even from Saxony | 
and the Baſt-Indies; many Treatiſes, which, to 

my Knowledge, have bro't unto him above 

fifty Correſpondents at a Time from beyond Sea ; 

many Produttions, which have procured him a 

Doctor's Degree from thg renowned: Univerſity 
f GLASCO, and à Fellawſhip with. the Royal 
Society at LONDON; ; and, which he valu'd 
chiefly, mauy Books, by which GOD has bin 
honoured, and many good Men profited. But 


Secondly-; 1 come to ſpeak of him as the | 
Chariot of our Iſrael and the 22 thereof : | 
And thus he was in thoſe very Reipeds in 
Which ETIjAu was ſo to Vrael. 
| He was ſo by his Prayers; which were how 
i cht, how fervent? With what ſtrong and 
1 ungainſayable Importunity did he wreſtle in 
Prayer both in public and in private for his 
n City, his Church and his Family 9 
| _ How 
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How many private Fafts did he obſerve in his 
Study to ſupplicate the Divine Favour, fot 
bimſelf and for his People; and how did he re- 
vive the ancient Cuſtom of keeping Vigils, in 
which he poured out his Soul for à /{ceping 
Generation; and how many private Thank/7iv= 
ings did he keep for Mercies confer'd on others 
as well as himſe/f © His Days of Thank/zivings 
are innumerable ; but the Faſts which he pri- 
vately ſolemnized I find to be by a moderate 
Computation above four hundred and fifty. 
Now hy theſe Prayers and Supplications and 
Faſts, with T hank/zjvings, which went up for 4 
Memorial before GOD, without Controverſy he 
ſecured. many Bleſſings for his Country, and 
Church, as well as for himſelf and Family. 1 
He was alſo. thus by his Inſtruttions, both 
privats and public. How much Good he did 
by his private Inſtructious is inconceivable : 
For whatever Company he was in, he ever 
made it a Rule to inquire, What Good may I 
do? And then with what ſweet Facility 
would he gain upon us, and flide into our 
Hearts, and propoſe the good Thing which he 
would have found in us towards his JESUS, 
the LORD GOD of Ifracl © And however 
Highly we were entertained by his various 
and learned Obſervations, which no Man alive 

had a better Faculty at communicating 5- yet 
he took particular Care to. edify us with his 


Iuſtrations of Sacred Scripture, and was never 
more pleaſed than when the fine Glaſſes met 
with a due Reception: and more eſpecially 
Was he gratified when be could diſcover, and 
he found us to reliſʒi any Truth as it was in 
TESUS.. Kills 


i424 
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And as his private Diſcourſes; ſo his pabs 
lie terminated in EU: For on any Text 
hate ver he told you how CHRIST was to 
be conſidered. Did he | propoſe a Duty, he 
ſhow'd you where pou might find Strength 
to perform it. If he mentioned a Sin, he 
ſhow'd how CHRIST was diſhonoured by it. 
When arm'd with Terrors, he ſpoke the Lan- 
guage of Sinai, he brandiſhed the Threatnings of 
an offended GOD ſo as to excite you to go to 
ESUS ; and when with the ti Voice, to wit, 
he Promiſes of the Goſpel he came unto you, 
it was to draw you to CHRIST, in whom 
they are yea and Amen: And the ſame may 
alſo be obſerved of his Prayers and Praiſes ; 
For not only did he remember the 20 Cloſe 
of ſuch Exerciſes in which al our Offerings 
temember JESUS ; but every Article of ſuch 
Devotions he would - by Faith confign unto 
the REDEEMER's Care, and ſo hope it would 
be accepted in the Beloved. 
And beſides, ai his Works breath nothing 
ſo much as CHRIST. How many learned 
£ſſays has he publiſhed in Divinity and Philo- 


| faphy and Hiftory, how many has he left 


prepared behind him,. and how many had he 
conceived, in which his chief Deſign was to 
magnify” CHRIST '? Theſe were the right 
Thoughts of the righteous Soul of your Biſhop: 
And as our bleſſed SAVIOUR. has told us, F 
any Man ſerve me, him will my Father honour; 
fo he found it. F have told you already of. 
his altramarine Honours ; but, which has bin 
thought a wonder, the Prophet has Honour 
#l/7 in bis own. Country: He had the Reſpect, 


Eſte em and Affection of all good Men: He 


Was. 


was peculiarly. honoured by Tow : You were 
his Crows and Glory in his Life, and his Ho- 
naur at his Death; and here, you will give 

me leave to mention it with hearty Gratitude 
unto you, that — ſhow'd your high Regards 
for him at his Funeral ; which, I muſt ſpeak 
it unto your Praiſe, was very decent and ho- 
nourable, is very grateful to Heaven, and will 
be celebrated on Eartn . 


But laſtly ; He was our Chariot and Horſe» 

men by his Example, which he endeavoured to 
render complete and perfect by Anhelations af- 
ter every Virtue. 815 | 
He was rang in the Grace of Faith in IE. 
SUS CHRIST: He ſtudied nothing ſo much 
as to live by Faith in Him; and perhaps no 
Man, fince the Apoftles, better underſtood . 
what is meant by a Life of ſuch Faith. 
And the | Conſequence of this Faith was 
Love: He had a Principle of Love to all that 
fear d GOD and work'd Righteouſneſs, to all 
who did nat indulge Practices nor hold Errors 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Life ; and there- 
fore he particularly judged it unworthy | ta 
have his Honour united to the ARTANS; 
whom he beheld as without CHRIST, without 
Hope and without GOD in the World.; as 
Foes to the Chriſtian Religion, not Subjects of 
Salvation, and therefore not of Communign ; 
but unto al of all Perſuaſians who hold tba 
Truth in Righteauſneſs he accounted and pro- 
feſſed himſelf a Brother in CHRIST, and all 
ſuch he tho't himſelf obliged to love and 
honour and promote. s 


— 
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And Having Tuch a Principle of ' good N 
#0 Man deeply raoted in his Soul, there could 
not but ſpring up a Deſire from it to exerciſe 
it upon the proper Subjects of it and for it, 
ſuch are thole in Diſtreſs of Mind or Neceſſities 
f Body. With what Affection and Sympa- 
thy would he*tompoſe their Minds and Freng- 
Wen their Souls; and with what Readineſs and 
75 would he relieve their diy Exigences? 
He was generous and charitable to a Fault; 
for ſo liberal was he as not to lay up any 
great Sums of Money for his Family; and he 
Was ſometimes in Diſtreſs, not having Objects 
of Charity eno' ; ſo that he has ſometimes 
given away Money to Perſons that would en- 
guire after thoſe: in Diftreſs and Want, that 
to: he might | diſpenſe the Kindneſſes af. GOD 
a, ED. 
Beſides his Charity; his Humility and Pati- 
exce diſtinguiſhed him. For altho' he alone 
was able 3 the Character of this 
Country abroad, and was had in 2 Eſteem 
thro* many Nations in EUROPE, as well as 
many other Places, which he could not but 
know, and which others could not but obſerve, 
tho! they beheld his Reputation with Envy and 
would ſometimes peak of it with Indi fference; 
I 1ay, altho? he was thus honoured by thoſe 
who ride upon the: high Places of Learning 
and good Senſe; yet how patient: was he to 
fee himſelf '//ighted, how willing to be laid 
«fide, and how even glad to ſee otlier Men ex- 
alted above bhims l 
But theſe Vertues appear'd and ſhone with 
a ſurpaſſing Luftre in his Jaft June; for, 
whereas he was very Jou, his Cough rending 
> A and 
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and 0 ſuffacating, he was wwihont any 
| Murmuring or Diſc onteut, Patient to a Prodigy, 

owning himſelf deſerving of all Miſery, and 
vet expecting all good; ſaying, I read the G05 
Patience — 4 Conſolation, and I am aſ- 
ured the GOD of Patience will become the GOD 
F Conſolation unto Me. 
Theſe are the Graces which adorned this May 
of GOD : But GOb forbid that we ſhould aſ- 
cribe any Thing to him! No The Grace: of 
60 is to be praiſed, that was pleaſed to fill 
him with thgſe and other Rational and Religious 
Ornament; and that was pleaſed to crown 
him with Glory and Honour and Immortality in 
this Life, and nom with ARG ge in a bet 
* World. 8 


In the third and; at! place; havieg ſeen the 
| Departure and heard the Character of this Won 
derful Man; let us, as is hut reaſonable, be fil- 
led with a ſuitable Grief and Concern upon it: 
For there are the very ſame Reaſons for our 
laying to Heart the Loſs of this Servant of 

0 as there were for bemoaning Erin RN. 

or have we not cauſe to AR Jo KY F 
provoked GOD to bereave us? And where 
| is there any to be found among us ſo very ſer- 
viceable as he was? And what Reaſon have 


we to fear the Event of ſuch a Diſpenſation ? 


Before I break off I cannot but mention one 
ſurprizing Circumſtance, which the laſt Hint 1 
gave brings freſh to your Memory. Tis this; 

The laſt Sermon your Paſtor preached, in 
which he did ſome Honour to; the Memory of 
his excellent Friend Mr. 'Txacutx of Milton, 

was 
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= was from thoſe” Words a "TAL: XX VI les | 
FS Came, my People, enter. into thy Chambers, and 
J Your thy Door bane thee + hide thyſelf as it were 
Fer a little Mament I dare ot read what 
follows 3 burws\ have al Reaſon to Nr 
DD v7 2010090 Ilie Kt (LOW: 205 | 
To Conclude ; What have we now pe ts 
but to rend dul Hearts! and not our Garments, 
to Jumble. our ſolbes under the: mighty Hand of 
80, and to try Where is the LORD GOD 
. Mia? Jet us beſeech his Haubhur with our 
=. — Heart in the Way of the New, Covenant 
= are JESUS! CHRIST ; and who knows but 
HE may be found of us and 4p" n good, be 
withius'as HE bas bin' with" our: Fathers and 
never leave us nor forſake us Glorious GOD, 
Father of Mercies, and GOD of all Grace, we 
humbly 'entreat: "THEE: that it may be ſo, 
nnd ESUS CHRIST: our kk "AMEN, 
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1 | 10 the: READER. i 9 
1 oy Roan! of the AUTHOR's Abſence 
from the City, it is ſuppoſed a few ſmall Faults 
have crept into the forgoing Pages; and there» 


fore it is deſired they may be excuſed. 
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